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AN ADDRESS which they had occasionally heard in 
TO the church. sh 
Parents, Sponsors and Guardians, | Dreadful; cruel inattention! That 
G.! BY in a Christian country, children, 
N88) vuc REV JAS ABERCROMBIE, D.D. many of them youths of fifteen years; 
ue; 


OF 
PUILADELPHIA. 
de; Professing Christians ! 

Titi genera! and truly -Is- 
mentable inattention of parents, with 
respect to the instruction of their 
childrdéa in religious kaowledge, in- 
dui-as the present publication. 

it is, indéed, a subject of very 
alarming add distressing observation 
to every serious, every real Chris- 
tian, that the rising generation até so 
cruelly, 89 criminatly neglected at 
home, as to their spiritaal “and eter. 
nabinterest; and that, in so high a 
degree, that it requires not the spirit 
5 of ‘prophecy to foretél, that unless an 
immediate reformation of conduct to- 
wards them take place, they will be 
a generation of INFIDELS. This as- 
sertion is founded, not merely upon 
vague supposition or groundiéss 2p 
| prehension, but upon the irresistib 
conviction resulting ftom experience. 
Since the first establishment of the 
Institution, over which I still ineca 
YS period of eight years hag 
ring which, | have been in od. 
_ i practice of examining my pupils, once 
every week, in the Catechism of that 
denomination of Christians, to which 
they respéctively belonged. ‘The ma- 
jority havé always been Episcopa- 
lians; yet of them I lave never found, 
of the aggrepate number, five, who, 
at their entrance into the Academy, 
could answer any five questions in 
the Catechism, or who had received 








eny teligioas instruction, but that, 


the offspring of parents, calling them- 
selves Christians, should, at that age, 
be as ignorant of the principles of the 
Christ:an religion,.as thé savage, 
that roams the wilderness ! 

O Parénts, Spon Guardiand; 
awake frodi ydur spiritual lethar thargy 
Rouse from your infatuated de ; 
to worldly objects, yout erimina “fa. 
tal indifference to the spiritual and e- 
ternal welfare of those whom Provi- 
dence hath placed i under 
your atithority and diréction. Blush 
at your deficiency, and tremble at 
the consideration of .the unavoidable, 
the awful consequences, which must - 
result both to you and to théni there- 
from. Can such inattention be. re- 
conciled with real affection, and a 
sincere regard for either their tempo- 
ral or eternal interest? Reniember, 
that their souls are in your hands, 
and that their souls are tmmortal.— 
Retuen not the talent unimproved sas 
God, who gave it to you. 





—‘* Be wise, hor maké 


Heavin's highest blessing vengeaned. 


O be wise, 

Nor make a éursé of immoridlity. 

Say, know yé what it is ?—or what 
ye are ? 

Know ye th’ tmportdnce of a soul 
immortal ? 

Behold the midnight glory, worlds on 
worlds 

Amazing pomp !—Redouble this a- 
maze ; 

Ten thousand add, and twice ten 
thousand more: 
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Then weigh -the whole—One soul 
outweighs them all, 
And calls thé astonishing magnifi- 
3" e@nce 
‘Of unintelligent creation, poor.” 
Young's Night Thoughts, N. 7. 
Consider the high degree of res- 
ponsibility attached to your charac- 
‘ters: consider the powerful opération 
of habit, the important influence of 
‘early impressions upon the human 
‘mind, and, awful reflection! that the 
‘eternal salvation, or the perdition of 
the children entrusted to your gui- 
‘dance may, and probably will, de- 
pend upon the principles and opinions 


‘an imbibe, in their youthful years ; 
‘“ As the twig 
« @lin’d.” | 
 "Péath them, therefore, in the very 
dawn of their existence, to fear God, 
and keep his commandments; to 


is bent, the treé’s in- 


‘Jove him, as the giver of life, and of 
every good gift toman. ‘Tell them, 
that they are rational beings, and 
‘eonséquentiy décountable fer their 
‘thoughts, words, and actions. ‘ell 
them, that they are immorial beings, 
“that this world is a state of probation, 
and that their happiness or misery in 
‘the next state of existence, will de- 
nd upon the desires of the heart 
ere, and “thé deeds done in the 
“body.” * Lead them, therefore, in 
the way to heaven. Instruct them 
by your precepts, and persuade them 
by the powerful influence of exampce. 
“Endeavour to convince them of the 
value of time, of its rapid and irre- 
, vocable flight, and the inconceivable 
Yeward or punishment, which will 
hereafter await the improvement or 
“neglect of eo invaluable a talent; 
that their future respectability or in- 


significance in society, the comfort. 
er misery of their parents, the sooth- . 
ing approbation, or the bifter re-. 


proaches of their own consciences, 
and the nature of their condition in 
the world of spirits, will probably be 


Romans i. 6. 


”, 


derived from the principles they form 
and the habiis they acquire, at th 
commencement of the joarney of hy 
man life; that a couspliance with the 
duties and eiaims of religion, is, in yy 
degree, incompatible with the ep 
joyment of the innocent amusemen 
and virtuous pleasure of social lite 
but, on the contréry, will increag 
and refine that enjoyment ; that the 
native dignity of virtue, and the com. 
mending authority of tru® piety, will 
ever procure the veneration, esteem 
and affection of the wise and good; 
and as invariably repress the ins 
lence of folly, and repel the disgust 
ing ebullitions of vulgarity and vice 

By frequently offering such sug 
gestions as these, you will familias 
rize their minds to the contemplatia 
of divine truth, and induce the per 
formance of their religious obligs 
tions. 

Thus wili you discharge your datg 
to them, to society, and to God 
and thus will you render them ble 
ings to the world, and heirs of eter 
nal felicity and glory. 

One ofthe leading causes of th 
deplorable deficiency of religious 
character in our youth, is the genera 
neglect of the proper observances o! 
the Sabbath, and their absences from 
the public worship of God. 

This disregard of so positive, ef 
important a duty, arises, 

irst, from your cruel omigsion to 
instil into their minds proper senti- 
ments of religion, of the comfort 
bestows, of the duties it enjoins, ani 
of the inesttmable blessings, which 
offers. : 

Secondly, from the baneful influ- 
ence of your trreligious example, jin 
absentihg yourselvés from his sacred 
temple, on the day, which God -hath 
hallowed te his owp peculiar service. 

No wonder, indeed, that infidelity 
and profligacy, a disregard of God, 
and an apparent centempt of his pub-f 
lic worship, prevail, when parents 
are, mapy of them rarely, some o 









them never, seen within tke walls 
of the sanctuary; when, an that sa- 
cred day, they are rioting in luxury, 
amused by dissipation, dozing in in- 
dolence, ot immersed in business, at- 
tending ‘‘ one to his farm, another to 
his merchandize;”* who, so far from 
ealling upon their children to accom- 
pany them to the house of God, and 
to unite with them there in prayer 
and praise, never, either in public or 
private, pray for them or with them ; 
who suffer them to grow up “ without 
10d in the .world,”} notwithstanding 
the solemn promises made to God, 

attheir baptig¢m, that they should be 
B“ instructed in all the principles of 
the Christian faith, and brought up 
in fear of God. and to obey his holy 
will and commandments,” in order 
to enble them to resist the allurements 
ef anensnaring world, the wiles of 
their great spiritual enemy, and thie 
seductions of their depraved inclinati- 
ons: for the want of which promised 
8 instruction, so many, “ having no root 
Bin themselves,”!| are. easily borne 
down by the torrent of sensuality, and 
intoxicated by the ipebriating poison 
of modern phylosophy, “ deny> the 


thé faith as it isin Jesus,” and thereby 
ious “ Wipe off the blessed Cross, as a foul 
era blot, 

8 off From their dishonoured brow. 

tommy if Angelstremble, ’tis at such a sight.” 


Parents, Sponsors, Guardians ,! Is 
) "i the Christian religion a delusion and. 
the word of God:a lie ? Are its prom- 
ises and threatenings unworthy of 
jour regard ? Believe ye the divine 
henticity of the Gospel of Jesus 
“am 6Christ, the declarations of the Son of 
| “God himself, of the law, the Prophets, 

and the Gespel? I know thet ye be- 
lieve: Why then will ye-not obsy ? 
* Why will ye die?”§ Why will ye 
be accessory to the spiritual death of 
those committed to your care? Would 
p. to God, I could persuade you ta: be 
* Matt. xxii. 5. + Ephes. ii. 12, 

+See Chatechism. |\ Magkiy. 17. 

§ Ezek, xvui. $1. 
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Christians, in deed and in truth, as 
wellas by. profession!—that }F coal 
awakenand direct your attention to 
the most important, the spiritual 
interests of your children !-—that I 
could convince you. of gour perilous 
situation, and withdraw you from the 
precipice, upon whieh, you are care- 
lessly slumbering. . Remember, that,, 
however their plea of involuntary ig- 
norance, while under your care, may, 
at the inevitable day. of judgment, in- 
duce the mercy. of God towards them, 
your voluntary disregard oftheir im- 
mortal souls, will assuredly. occasion 
your condemnation, “when the Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, 
with hig mighty Angels, in flaming - 
fire, taking vengeance on them, who 
knew not God, and who obey,not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus: Christ é 
who shall be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the. glory. of his, 
power, when he shall come to be glo- 
rified in his saints, in that day.”* 

Seeing, brethren, that these things 
are so, ought ye pot to. fear ?—ought 
ye-not “ to consider your ways?”+— 
ought ye not to,‘ weep for yourselyeg * 
and for your children? for, behold 
the dayv are coming, in the which,” 
O negligent parents, “ ye shall say, 
blessed are the barren, and the womhs 
which never bare, and the paps, 
which never gave suck. Then shall 
you begin to say to the mountains, 
Fall onus; andto the hills, Cover 
us.” 

Remember, O careless, worldly- 
minded parents, that youcomply with 
the least important part of your daty, 
when you provide for the external or 
bodily wants anly of your offapring,, 
and. neglect their GREAT SPIRITUAL 
INTERESTS. In such case, expect to 
hear the agonizing reproaches of your 
children, inthe last great day of ac- 
count; when they will accusé you as, 
the ariginal cause of their condemna- 


* 2 Thes. vii—x: 7 Hag, 1.3 
+ Luke anil. 28-30. 





















tion. You, they will then say, were 
indeed called our parents: but though, 
assuch, you provided food and nour- 
ishment for our bodies, you never 
taught us to know and to love our 
great Spintrvat PaRent, and, by ac- 
qguainting us with him, to obtain 
nourishment for our souls; you in- 
deed gave us “ bread enough and to 
spere,” yet suffered our immortal spi- 
- fit to “ perish with hunger,” for want 
ofthat living bread, which came 
down from heaven ;” you provided us 
with raiment for our bodies, but ne- 
ver told us of the necessity of array- 
ing our souls in that “ robe of right- 
eousness,” that “ wedding garment of 
salvation,” that “ spiritual armour,’ 
which Christ hath provided in his 
Gospel, for those, who would travel 
heavenward, through this wilderness 
of sin ; you indeed often washed us 
with pure water, nay, with the sacred 
water of Christian Baptism, yet never 
taught us to purify our hearts with 
the cleansing, the regenerating influ- 
ence of the Holy Ghost; to wash 
them, as it were, in the blood of the 
Lamb, which was slain, for the salva- 
tion of our race ; you taught and en- 
couraged us to exert our utmost dili- 
gence, to procure and lay up for our- 
selves the perishable treasures of 
earth, but never directed our atten- 
tion and zeal to the laying up for our- 
selves of treasuresin heaven, which 
endure forever ; you conducted us to 
scenes of festivity and feasting, but 
never led us, either by precept or ex- 
ample, to that spiritual, that heaven- 
ly feast, that banquet of divine love, 
the Sacramegt of the Lord’s Supper : 
in short, through the want of early 
religious instruction, you suffered us 
to be ensnared by the wiles of the de- 
vil, the world, and the flesh, and are 
therefore the cause of our exclusion 
fiom heaven, and bavishment from 
the presence of God into the regions 
ef infinite miagry and despair. 
These remonstrances, I am eensi- 
ple, are superfluous, and in no de- 
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gree applicable to sonre of the charag 
ters, who may peruse them: the nu. 
ber, however, of faithful Rtewards 
with respect to the rising generation, 
is, I fear, so very emall.%as to render 
a discriminating clause unnecessary, 


The assertions are founded in truth B. 


andthe unerring voice of conscience 
will direct their proper application. 
With sincere and ardent prayers, 
that my feeble exertions to promote 
the salvation of souls, may be blessed 
with success, | 
Iam your affectionate friend 
And servant, 
JAMES ABERCROMBIE. 


SSE es 


—— --— 





THE 
DAIRYMAN’s DAUGHTER. 
AN AUTHENTIC AND INTERESTING 

NARRATIVE, 
CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND. 


BY A 


[Continued from page 53] 
PART II. 


A sweer solemnity often possesses the 
mind, whilst retracing past intercourse with 
departed friends. How much is this in- 
creased, whenthey were such as lived and 
died in the Lord! The remembrance of 
former scenes and conversations with those, 
who, we believe, are now enjoying the un- 
interrupted happiness of a better world, fills 
the heart with pleasing sadness, and ani- 
mates the soul with the hopeful anticipation 
ofa day, when the glory of the Lord shalt 
be revealed in the assembling of all his chil- 
dren together, never more to be separated. 
Whether they were rich or poor, while 6fi% 
earth, isa matter of trifling consequencé = 
the valuable part of their character is, that 
they are kings and priesis unto God, 
this is their true nobility. In the num 
of now departed believers, with whom [I 
once loved to converse on the grace’and glo- 
ry of the kingdom of God, was the Duiry- 
man’s Daughter. I propose now to give a 
further accountof her, and hope it may be 
usefulto some, by whom I wish to be re- 
membered as **the poor Man’s Friend.” 

About a week after the funeral of the 
younger sister, 1 rode over to visit the farm- 
ly in their own cottage. The principal pyrt 
of the road lay through retired, narrow lanes, 
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ronptifully over-arched with groves ef nit 
wad other trees, which screened the travel. 
ler trom the rays of the sun, and afforded 
many interesting objects) for admiration ip 
ine beautiful flowers, shrgbs, and young 
wees, which grew upon the high banks on 
each side of the road. 

Many grotesque rocks, with little trick- 

Fling siveatns of water occasionally breuking 

Pout otthem, variedtle recluse scenery, and 
produced anew, romantic, and pleasing ef- 
ject. 

tere and there the most distant and rich 
pro- sect beyond, appeared through gaps and 
tellow places on the roadside. Lofty hills, 
vith navy signal-pesis, ebelisks, and light. 
houses on thei? summits, appeared at Uicse 
intervals; mech corn-fields were also visible 
throuxh some ofthe open places; and now 
and then, whenthe road ascended any hiil, 
the sca, with ships at vavious distanees was 
gen. Eu: for the most past shady seclusion 
epd besut.es fa More minute and confined 
nature, gave acharacter to the journey, and 
invited’ Contemplation. 

What do not sn ey lose, who are stran- 
gers to serious meditation on the wonders 
nid beauties of created nature! How gler- 
ously the God of creation shines in his works! 
iota tree, or leat, or flower ; not a bird, 
orimseet!, but it proclaims, in glowing lan- 
giege, ** God made me.” 


As I approached the village where the 
gaod old Dairysman dyclt, 1 observed him 
jas liule field, driving a few cows before 
him towards a yard and hovel which adjoin- 
ed his cottage. 1 advanced very near him, 
without his observing me, for his sight was 
dim. On my calling out to him, he started 
at the sound of my voice, but with much 

ladness of countenance welcomed me, say- 
ing—“* Bless your yeart, Sir, I am very glad 
you are come, we have lookes! for you every 
day this week.” 

The cottage door opened, and the daught- 
er came out, followed by her aged and in- 

firm mother. The. sight of me naturally 
brought to recollection the grave at which 
€ had before met. Tears of affection 
mpcled with the smiles of satisfaction with 
which I was received by these worthy cot- 
tagers. I dismounted, and wag conducted 
thygugh a very neat little garden, part of 
which was shaded by two large overspread- 
ing walnut-trees, to the house. Decency 
aul cleanliness were manifest within and 
without. No excuse was made here, on 
the score of poverty, for confusion and filthi- 
ness in the diatlonal of their little household. 
Every thing worc the aspect of prapriety and 
Neatness. -On each side of the fire-place 
Stood an old oaken arm-chair, where the 


,enerahle parents rested their weary bs 
aticr the day’s labour was over. On a shelf 
im one corner lay two Bibles, with a tew re- 
ligious books und tracts. The little room 
had two windows ; a lovely prospect of hills, 
woails and fields, oimuared through one ; 
the other. was more than balf obscured by 
the branches of a vine, which was trained 
across it; between its leaves the sun shone, 
and cast a cheerful ight over the whole 
phice. 

This, thought f, is a fit residence’ for 
piety, peace and contentment. May If learn 
afresh lesson ineach, through the blessing 
of God, on this visit. 

“‘ Siv,” said the daugliter, “we are not 
worthy Ghat you should come under our roof. 
We tuke it very kind (hat you should come 
su tar 10 see us,” ' 

‘“My Masier,”’ I replied, “ came aqgreat 
deal tarther to visit us poot sinners, He lett 
the bosom of his Pather, laidaside his glory, 
and came down io this lower world on a visit 
of mercy and love; and ought not we, if we 
profess to follow him, to bear cach other's 
iniivmities, and go about doing geod ashe 
dad?” 

The okl man was now coming in, .and 
joned his wife and daughterin giving me a 
cordial welcome. Qur conversation soon 
turned to the datedoss they had sustained ; 
and the pious and sensible disposition of the 
cdanghter was pecuharly mariested, as well 
ii whatshe said toher paregts as in wht 
she said tome. 1 was struck with the good 
sense ani agreeable manner which accom- 
panied her expressions of devotedness to 
God, and love to Christ forthe great mer- 
ci¢s which he had bestowed upon her. She 
had acquired, during ber residence in dif> 
ferent gentlemen’s families where she had 
been on service, a superor appearance «nd 
address ; but sincere piety preserved her 
very humble and unassuming in manner and 
conversation. She seemed anxious to int- 
prove the opportunity of my-visit to the. best 
purpose for her own and her parents" sake ; 
yet there was nothing of -unbecoming for- 
wardness, no self-cottsequence, or conceit- 
edness in her behaviour. She united the 
firmness and earnestness of the Christian, 
with the modesty of the female, and the du- 
tifulness of the daughter. It was impossible 
to be inher company, and not observe how 
truly her temper and conversation adorned 
the evangelical principles which sbe profes- 
sed, 

I soon discovered how eager and hew 
successful ulso she had been in her endea-. 
vours to bring ler father and mother to the 
knowledge and experience of tke troth— 
This is a lovely circumstance in thé charac- 





fa young Christian. If it have pleased 
God in the tree dispensitions of his mercy 
sacali the child by his grace, while the 
parent remsins still in ignorance and sin, 
how great is the duty on that child to do 
what is possible {ur the conversion of those 
to whom it ewes its birth! Happy is it 
When the ties of grace sanctify those of na- 
gure ! ana 

Tivis aged couple evidently looked upon 

and spoke of their daughter as their teacher 
wid adinonisher in divine things, while they 
xeceived trom her every token of filial sub- 
raission and ebedience, testified by cen- 
Unual eadeavours to serve and assist them 
fo ke utwgast ia the little concerns of the 
household. | 

The religion of this young woman was of 
2 highly ypiritual character, and of no or- 
dinary attainment. Her views of the divine 
plana in suving ufe sinner, were ciear and 
scriptural. She spoke much of the joys and 
@orcvows which inthe course cf her religious 
progress sie had experienced : but she was 
fully sensible that there is far more in real 
religion than mere eccasionai transition from 
one frame of mind and spirit to another.— 
She believed that the experiments] acquaint- 
ance of the lieart with God prin :ipaily con- 
sisted sa so living upon Christ by faith, as 
to seek to hive hke him by love. She knew 
that the love of God toward the sinner, and 
the path of duty prescnibed to the sina«r, 
are both of an unchapgexble nature. In a 
believing dependance on the one, and an af- 
fectionate walk in the other, she sought and 
sound “the peace ef God which passeth all 
understanding ;” *‘forso he giveth Lis be- 
Yoved rest.” 

She hud read but few books beside her 
Bible; but these few were excellent in their 
ind ; and she spoke of their contents as one 
who knew their value. In addition to a 
Bible and Common Prayer Book, ‘ Dod- 
dridge’s Rise and Progress,” ‘‘ Romaine’s 
-Life, Walk, and Triumph of Faith,” 
“* Bi ‘s Pilgrim,” ‘ Alleine’s Alarm,” 
** Bazter’s Saints’ Everlasting Rest,” a 
hymabook, and a lew tracts, composed her 
Library. 

i observed in her countenance a pale and 
delicate look, which Lafterwards found to 
be a presage of consumption ; and the idea 
then occurred to me that she would pot 
ive many years. In fact, it pleased God to 
take ber hence about a year and a half after 
I first saw her. 

Time passed on swiftly with this little in- 

teresting fimily ; and afier having partaken 


return homewards. The disposition aj 
character of the parties may be in som, 
sort ascertained by the expressions used y 
parting. 

‘ God send you safe home again,’ said the 
azed mother, and bless the day that brougiy 
you te see two poor old creatumes, such y 
we ure, in our trouble and affliction. Com, 
again, Sir, come again, when you can ; and 
though Luma poor ignorant soul, and not fi 
to talk to such a gentleman as you, yet my 
dear child shall speak for me; she’s thf 
greatest comfort I have left, and 1 hope the 
good Lord will spare her to support m; 
trembling limbs, snd feeble spirit, tll 1 lie 
down with my other dear departed child in 
the grave. 

‘Trust to the Lord,’ I answered, ‘* and 
remember his gracious promise; ‘ Even to 
your old ave lum he; and even to hoary 
hairs will Learry you.” * 

‘1 thank you, Sir,’ said the daughter, 
‘for your Christian kindness to me and my 
friends. I believe the blessing of the Lord 
has attended your visit, aud | hepe that | 
have experienced it to be so. My dear fath. 
er and mother will, I am sure, remember it; 
and I rejoice in an oppertunity, which we 
have never before enjoyed, of seeing a seri; 
ous minister under this reof. My Sxviour 
has been abuadantly good to me in_ plucking 
me ‘as 2 brand from the burning,’ and show. 
ing me the wayof life and peace: and | 
hope itis my heart's desire to live to his gilo- 
ry. HutI long to see these dear friends en. 
joy the comfort and power of religion also.” 

‘I think itevident,’ [ replied, ‘that the 
promise is fulfilled in their case; ‘It shall 
pone to pass, that at evening time it shall be 
ight? 

. ey believe it,’ shesaid, ‘and praise God 
for the blessed hope.’ 

‘hank him too, that you have been the 
happy instrument of bringing them to the 
hight.’ 

* ido, Sir; yet when I think of my 
own unworthiness and insufficiency, I re- 


joice with trembling.’ 


* Sir,’ said the good oldman, ‘Tam Ree 
the Lord will reward you for this kindness, 
Pray forus, that, old as we are, and s \- 
ners as wehave been, yet he would hs 
mercy upon usat the eleventh hour. Por 
Betsey strives hard for our sakes, both in 
body and soul; she works hard all day to 
gave us trouble, and I fear has not strength 
to support all she does ; and then slice talks 
tous, and reads’ to us, and prays for us, 
that we' may be saved from the wrath to 
come. Indeed, Sir, she’s a rare child to 





af some plain and wholesome refreshment, us 
and enjoyed a few howrs conversation with 


-them, [| found it was necessary for me to 


‘ Poace be to you, and to all that belong 
to you.” 








anj 
ve 
lal ‘Amen, and thahk you, dear Sir,” was 
_choed from each tongue. 
th I Thus w+ parted for that time. My re- 
ight Miurning meditations were sweet, and I hope, 
by alMorofitable. Many other visits were after, 
Omi wards made by me to tis peaceful cottage, 
andiand 1 always found increasing reason. to 
t ftftlank God for the intercourse I enjoyed. 
mim A declining state of héalth became evt- 
tiefdent in the daughtér, and her character, 
the conduct, and experiénce of the Lord’s good- 
myBgess, increased in brightness as her latter 
lie Mend approached. I have pleasure in again 











H inf transcribing a letter; which I received from 
her near a twelve-month after the interview 
andi just described, at a period when some cir- 
MN tom cumstances had, for a considerable time, 
Oary® prevented my visiting them. The original 
strongly revives 4¥ my mind, while I copyit, 
iter, MI the image of the writer, andthe many use- 
my fui and imp-oving conversations which I once 
-ordi had with her and her parents. lH again en- 
it IMB dears cottage piety to my recollection, and 
ath helps me toanticipate the joys of that day, 
r it when the spirits of the glorified saints 
wel shall be re-united to their bodies, and be for- 
oriy ever with the Lord. 
Our She little thought when this letter was 


in written, that it would ever make this public 
appearance ; but 1 think, asa specimen, of 
IM fervent piety, and holy faith, in a person of 
her condition, it will not be unacceptable to 
‘nM the friends of the pious poor. 

Rev, Sir,—In consequence of your kmd 
he @ permission, I take the liberty to trouble you 
«= with another of my ill-written letters, and I 
ye {rust you have too much of your blessed Mas- 

ter’s lowly, meek, and humble mind, to be 
1d offended with a poor, simple, ignorant crea- 
ture, whose intentions are pure and sincere 
e in writing. My desireis, that I, a weak 
tessel of his grace, may glorify his name for 
his goodness towards me. May the Lord 
direct me by his counsel and wisdom. May 
he overshadow me with his presence; thet 
_4 may sit beneath the banner of his love, and 
"Gnd the consolations of his blessed Spirit 
_ Sweet and refreshing to my soul. 
+ When I feel that I am nothing, and God 
Wall inal, then can willingly fly to him, 
saying, ‘Lord, help me; Lord, teach me, 
he unto me my prophet, priest and king.— 
Lét.me know the teaching of thy grace, and 
the.disclosing of thy love” What nearness 
offaccess might we have if we lived more 
near teGod! What sweet communion might 
we have with a God of love! He is the 
great 1 AM. How glorious a name! An- 
gels, withtrembling awe, prostrate them- 
selves before him, and in humble love adore 
and worship him. One says, 
** While the first gee: sings, 
ie hides his face behind his wings.” 
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Unworthy as Iam, I Have found it hy x- 
pétience, thatthe more I see of the great- 
ness and yoodness of God, and the nearer 
union Ehope I have had with him through 
the Spirit ef-hislove, the more bumbie and 
self-abased I have been. 

- But every day I may say, “Lord, how 

Eetle I love the, how far I five from thee, 

how litt Lars tike thee in humility.” It is 

nevertiseless my heart's desire to love and 

s¢rve him batier. TE find the way in which 

God does more particularly biess me, is 

when I attend on the public ordinances of 
religion. These are the chaanels through 
which he conveys the riches Of Kas grace 

aiid precious love to my sont. “Phesel have 

often fowid to be indeed the time of refresii 
ing and strengthening from tbe presence ol 

the Lord. Then I cansee my hope of an in- 

terest in the covenant of his love, and praise 
him fér his mefcy to the greatest of sin- 

ners. 

l earnestly wisk to be more established in 
his ways, and to Ronor him in the path of 
duty, whilst I enjoy the smiles of his favor. 
In the midst of all outward afflictions, I pray 

that I may know Christ and the power of 
his resurrection within my soul. If we 
were always thus, our summer would list 
all the year; my will would then be sweet- 
ly lost in God's wilf,- arid I should feel ares 
signation to every dispensation of his provi-’ 
dence an his grace, saying, “ Good is the 
will ef the Lord; imfinite wisdom canfot 
err.” Then would patience letve its pericet 
work, 

But alag! sin and unbelief often, tot'ofiers 
interrupt these frames, and lay me low bes 
fore God intéars of sorrow. I often think 
what a happiness it would be, if bis Jove 
were so fixed in my heart, that I might 
wingly obey him with alacrity and delight, 
and gradually mortify the power of self- will, 
passion and pride. ‘This can ory arise ftom 
a good hope through grace, thut we are 
washed in that precious blood which ¢leans 
ses us from every sutful stain, and makes us 
new creatures in Christ. O! that we may 
be the happy witnesses of the saving power 
and virtue of that healing stream, which 
flows from the fountain of everlasting love. 

Sir, my faith is often exceedingly 
weak, can you be so kind to tel] me, 
what you have found to be the most 
effectual means of strengthening | it ? 
} often think how plainly the. 
declares, Believe only, afid thou shalt 
be saved. Only have faith; all things 
are possible to him that-has it, How 
I wish that we could remove all those 


mountains that hinder and obstrueg 
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the light of his grace, so, that haviog 
fill access unio God through that 
ever blessed Spirit, we might loving 
ly commune with him as with the 
déarest of friends! What favour doth 
Giod bestow on worms! And set we 
Jove to murmur and com alain le 
may Weil say; What should I have 
done more, that I have not done? or 
wherein have I proved unfaithful or 
wokintd to miy faithless back-sliding 
children ?. 

Sir, | pray that] may not griéve 
him; as F have done, any miore. I 
want your cotinsel and your prayers 
for mé inthis matter. low refresh- 
ing is the sight of one that truly loves 
Goud; that bears his image and like- 
ness! 

But delightful as is conversation 
with trué believers on earth, whiose 
hearts are lifted up to things above, 
yet what Is this to that happv dav 
which will admit as imto more bright 
realms; where we shal! for ever be- 
hold a God of love in the smiling face 
of his Son, who is the express image 
of his Father, and the brightness of 
his glory ; witen, if found in him, we 
shall be received by the innumerable 
hosts of angels who wait around his 
throne. 

In the mean time, Sir; may I take 
up my cross and oranfuily fight under 
him, who forthe glory that wis set 
before him, eddured the cross, des- 
ised the shame, and is now set down 
at his Father's right hand in majesty. 
¥ thank you for the kind’ liberty you 
have given me of writing to you. I 
feel my health declining, and I fiad a 
relief, during an hour of pain end 
weakness, in communicating iene 
thoughts to you. 

I hope, Sir, you go on your way 
yejoicing that you are enabled to thank 
him who is the giver of every good 

ift, spiritual, temporal, and_provi- 
font for blessings to yourself and 
your ministry. I do not doubt but 
you often meet with circumstances 
which are not pleasing to nature ; yet, 


2 

_ 
by the blessing of Gad, they will }, 7F™ 
ali profitable in the end. ‘Phey are py 
kindly designed bys grace to make uy oti 
keep us humble. The difficuliie, Nu 
which you spoke of tu me some ting 


Since, will, I trust, disappear. 
My dear fithet and mother ave ag 
weil as usual i their bodily health, 


and I hope grow in grace, and in the an 
knowledge and love of Jesus Christ, 
My chiet desire is to live for their BP 


sakes. It now seeins long sincé wé 
have seen you. f am alaiost ashamed 
to request you to come to our little 
cottage to visit those Who are so mach 
benéath your station in life. © But if 
you cannut come, we shall be very 
glad if you will write a few lines, | 
ought to make an excuse for nvy let- 
ter, I spell so badly ; this was a great 
neglect When | was young. I gave 
myself greatly to reading, but not to 
the other, and now I am too weak 
and feeble to leara much. 


I hear some'imes-of pérsons grow- 
ing serious in your congregation. It 
gives me joy, and, iftrue, Lam sure 
it does so to yourself. I long for the 
pure gospel of Christ to be preached 
in évery church in the world, and for 
the time when all shall know, love 
and fear the Lord ; and the uniting 
Spirit of God shall make all of one 
heart and mind in Christ our great 
head. Your greatest joy I know will 
be in labouring much for the glory of 
God in the salvation of men’s souls. —~ 
You serve a good Master. You have 
asure reward I pray God to give | 
you strength according to your day.‘ 

Pray, Sir, do not be offended at 
the freedom and manner of my wri 
ing. My parents’ duty and love to 
you are sent with these lines from® — 

Your Kumble Servant in Christ, 

Euizasets W——., ~ 












From this létter 4 portrait of her 
mind may be obtained; may it be 
read with Christian candour, and con- 
seorated to-afiectionate memory. 








